Child Brides and Paedophiles
A Channel 4 documentary on Friday the 2nd of January [Nigeria: Child Brides, Stolen Lives] explored the issue of child brides in Africa.  Apparently, laws have been introduced in Nigeria banning people from wedding girls under the age of eighteen.  However, these laws are not being implemented by the Muslims.  A moderate imam was interviewed regarding the matter; he argued that the Qur’an permits young girls to be married from the age of one year.  Admittedly, I found this quite shocking, within my understanding of Islam, a girl needs to give her consent in the first instance.  I have heard some Muslims suggest that consent is obtained from the guardians who have the child’s best interest in mind.  Their argument is that as your guardians decide what you will wear as a baby, so in a similar manner, they can determine your husband.  However, a child’s character and personality is unclear when the child is a minor so how could anyone determine a suitable life companion for a child?  There is no doubt, that in the majority of cases, the child will outgrow her husband in the same manner that she outgrows her clothes.

The imam argued that the marriage of baby girls was acceptable as it prevents the birth of illegitimate children.  He suggested that it was the responsibility of the husband to abstain from having sex with the child until the child was mature physically, sexually and mentally.  In my mind to give responsibility to the husband to abstain for sex is asking the impossible.  After all, consider the strict regulations pertaining to the Muslima attire – do we not fear that if a woman displays more than her eyes then hot blooded Muslim men will be unable to maintain control of their passions.  How can we place a young female child into the care of such individuals?
Furthermore, the imam was assuming that the groom would be older than the bride as he would take the responsibility of abstaining from sex.  Thus I conclude that the Imam approved of marriages between young girls and older men – even old men.  I wondered how the imam would have felt about his own ideas if the shoe was on the other foot - if he himself was a child groom at 10 years old and his wife was 60 years old. How would he feel about kissing or sleeping with such an individual?
Consider Surah 78 An-Naba, verse 32-36 within the Qur’an 

Verily for the Muttaqun there will be a success (Paradise)

Gardens and vineyards

And young full-breasted (mature) maidens of equal age

And a full cup (of wine)

No Laghw (dirty, false, evil talk) shall they hear therein, nor lying;

A reward from your Lord, an ample calculated gift (according to the best of their good deeds),


Translation by Dr M. Taqi-ud-Din Al-Hilali & Dr MM Khan
Do the verses not make plane what Allah views as the ideal relationship?  So idyllic, it is the norm in Heaven, “… maidens of equal age …”   Whether Allah uses the full breast as a metaphor symbolising a large heart with unconditional love or mere physical beauty, or both is known to Allah alone.  Although I would imagine it would be symbolic of all goodness that is associated with a full bosom.  I emphasise again, Allah’s pleasure of the relationship between a man and mature woman of equal age – not a decrepit old man with a young bride as was portrayed in the documentary.  The old man sat leaning his head on his walking stick struggling to raise it independently.  He was proud of the fact that he was able to marry teenagers and have children although he, himself could barely move.  From my perspective, this is going against the verses within the Qur’an.
Let us prevent the illegitimate pregnancies the imam fears so much.  Let us marry young boys to old women.  Let us imprison young boys and men in the homes of elderly women to work as slaves.  Let us leave the girls alone for a moment and turn our attention to ensuring the boys and men don’t get any ideas.  Is that satisfactory to the imam?
The truth is that men are still burying their daughters alive by getting rid of them.  The interviewer failed to realise that marrying off young daughters was merely a financial transaction.  The people are selling their daughters to decrepit old men to gain maximum financial benefit and they think Allah does not see through their hypocrisy and double standards.  To wed your child to some outsider before she is ready for marriage is as good as killing her.  It is unfortunate that they love the wealth of this material world and they will sell their daughters to acquire it.  They prefer to sell them so they can purchase a second or third or fourth wife instead.  It is the belief of the author that the only women they prefer to have in their homes are the ones they can have sex with.   
Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet: women and sons; heaped up hoards of gold and silver; horses branded (for blood and excellence); and (wealth of) cattle and well tilled land.  Such are the possessions of this world’s life; but in nearness to Allah is the best of the goals (to return to).
[Qur’an translation by AY Ali, Surah 3 Al-Imran, verse 14]
In the time of our Prophet (pbuh), there were no regulations with regards to the ages at which children should marry in Makkah or any other part of the world.  I doubt there was even a record of the dates of births of most individuals.  Despite the Qur’an being a revelation from Allah, the date surahs of the Qur’an were revealed failed to be recorded.  In fact, the Qur’an may not even have been compiled because Abu Bakr (ra) refused to assemble it initially.  His justification was that the Prophet did not suggest the Muslims do such a thing, so it was unnecessary.  For the reason that recording dates was not standard practice, we cannot confirm any ages of the Prophet’s (pbuh) wives despite any hadith stating otherwise.  We should not try to recreate the period of the Prophet (pbuh) and we should certainly not try to maintain the injustices the Prophet (pbuh) and Allah may have overlooked in their mercy and tolerance of jahil people.

The documentary appeared to conclude that Muslims would not abandon the practice of child brides as both the imams and people were vehemently opposed to such a thing.
I believe differently.  I am certain that if a law was introduced offering financial incentives to these people to keep their daughters at home, then, they would.  If they were given financial assistance provided they educate their daughters to the age of 18 years, they would be the first to abandon child bride mentality.  In fact, if the government offered to pay money on the condition that daughters never got married then such men would never marry off their daughters.  It is clearly their lust for money and women that perpetuates their current behaviour.  

A similar principle applies to female circumcision, hypocrites have created false rulings and mindless people follow.  This behaviour can also be eradicated easily with financial incentives.  Unfortunately, money talks.  
I would also like to take this opportunity to say how we should not be distracted by splitting hairs on whether we can masih over thick woollen socks or leather socks alone, we should not split hairs over the precise position of our hands in salah.  We brush topics such as child brides and female circumcision under the carpet, saying they result from cultural variations.  We should attempt to change such practices of ignorant Muslims by education and guidance as well as financial assistance.  We should be dealing with the brutal, ruthless, unmerciful people that discredit Islam.  
The Prophet (pbuh) said, “This sacred knowledge will be borne by the reliable authorities of each successive generation, who [preserve it and] remove from it the alterations of those guilty of exaggeration, the plagiarism of the corrupt, and the false interpretations of the ignorant.”

(Bayhaqi, Khatib al-Baghdadi, Sharaf ashab al-hadith).

[Mishkat al-Masabih 36]
I pray this hadith be true and people do return to true values and not those that are created to oppress.  I end this article with a plea to my Ummah - Oh my Ummah, my brothers and sisters in Islam, we must clean the filth from our hearts and reflect within ourselves.  Judge with justice whatever we do.  When we make changes, we shouldn’t focus on which foot we should enter or leave our lavatories with, we should make the best changes that reverberate across the world to improve the lives of people and children alike.  
