How can I make a difference?

Bismillah Ar Rahman Ar Raheem

How can I make a difference to the world?

After witnessing the suffering of people, animals and environmental destruction in the world today, this is a question that we may all consider from time to time.
Should I become a politician?  An activist?  Perhaps violence may make a difference?
It is after deep soul searching, I may have deduced the answer.

Is it not true that those with respectable salaries are in a position to give charity?  They are in a position to travel and meet children from developing countries.  Impact upon them.  Invest in them.  Mentor them.  Teach them the right way (Insha'Allah).  Give them hope – a future to live for.  

Insha'Alllah, we should support others, working like the spider creating its intricate web network.  Subtly making a difference.  Establishing good people within 2 - 3 generations.

"O you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as Auliya” Surah Al Ma'idah Verse 5:51

We should not await western governments to assist the needy.  As Muslims, we should take the initiative to educate and support children in deprived / suffering parts of the world to stand on their own feet, those children will help establish others.  Then those children, in turn, will help establish even more in their wake.  Especially, if we fund teaching posts, educational awards in all fields within developing countries and also support employment ranging from farming to engineering.  

Currently, the western governments control what is farmed.  Western companies fund the farming of tobacco rather than crops that would put food in the bellies of the poor.  They fund farmers to grow genetically modified foods which will gradually poison the land and animals.  They pay people to destroy forests which would otherwise maintain the fertility of the soil and prevent erosion.  They fund research into the creation of alien creatures.  Recall the vow of Satan's;

"I will mislead them, and I will create in them false desires; I will order them to slit the ears of cattle, and to deface the (fair) nature created by Allah." Whoever, forsaking Allah, takes satan for a friend, hath of a surety suffered a loss that is manifest." Surah An-Nisa Verse 119-120

Muslims need to turn this around.  The world can be changed within a matter of generations if we focus investment correctly.

I once went on holiday to Egypt and met an 11 year old orphan boy who had managed to travel to Egypt from Afghanistan.  I was in my early twenties and didn’t comprehend the difference I could have made to his life.  If I had the understanding I have now, I would have ensured he had shelter, enrolled him in a school and supported him until he was old enough to establish himself in the world.  

Alhamdolilla, more Muslims have become charity conscious.  The greatest impact we can have on this world is to live a long peaceful life and help those suffering the impact of war, famine or natural disaster better their lives through giving.  Enabling people to live halaal lives in eco-friendly, self sufficient housing communities with clean air, water and natural foods created in the manner that Allah intended.  

To make a difference, my answer is simple, “Get an education.  Give charity.  Promote peace and unity.”

