Mind Numbing Masjids and Madrassay
This extract discusses the teaching style in Masjids and Madrassay.  It focuses on those styles prevailing in South Asia, in countries including India and Pakistan.  Also those styles within the UK that base their teachings on the processes adopted from South Asia.
In the Masjid, the Arabic is memorised with no emphasis on the meaning of words.  Hence, compassion for Allah’s Creation is not taught, mercy is not taught, kindness is not taught, helping others is not taught, respect for the environment is not taught, pondering on the verses of the Qur’an is not taught.  Allah is the best to guide but His authority is set aside; the beautiful meaning of the Qur’an is set aside to make way for mind numbing repetition that fails to develop a child’s understanding of the world around them, even though the Qur’an itself encourages understanding;
Surah Saad 38, Verse 29

(Here is) a Book which

We have sent down

Unto thee, full of blessings,

That they may meditate

On its Signs, and that 

Men of understanding may

Receive admonition.

The translation of the Qur’an is only taught to Alim and Alimah students within the third year of their course.  I wonder the extent of this teaching as I have come across Alimahs who still are unable to explain verses to their students.  
The majority of students leaving Masjid at sixteen fail to have any understanding of how they should live in the world, intolerant unthinking machines venture out into the world from Masjids, obsessed with only the sect their Masjid represented.  This is despite the fact that Allah (swt) does not approve of divisions within Islam.  Allah (swt) tells our prophet Muhammad (pbuh) that he must have no part with those who divide Islam
Surah Al-anam, Verse 159; 

As for those who divide Their religion and break up into sects, thou hast No part in them in the least: Their affair is with Allah (swt): He will in the end Tell them the truth Of all that they did.

There are also numerous hadith opposing divisions in Islam and encouraging Muslims to remain united;

Narrated by Abdullah bin Amr (MABPWH); “A Muslim is the one who avoids harming Muslims with his tongue and hands.  …” 

Narrated by Abu Huraira (MABPWH); “None of you should point out towards his Muslim brother with a weapon, for he does not know, Satan may tempt him to hit him and thus he would fall into a pit of fire (Hell).”

Narrated by Anas bin Malik (MABPWH); “Do not hate one another, and do not be jealous of one another, and do not desert each other, and O, Allah (swt)’s worshippers!  Be brothers.  Lo!  It is not permissible for any Muslim to desert (not to talk to) his brother (Muslim) for more than three days.”

Instead of spiritual individuals, reciting robots swaying backwards and forwards are created obsessed with a particular outward appearance although within the Qur’an, Allah (swt) emphasises the importance of a good moral character over outward appearance. 
Surah 7 A’raf, Verse 26

O ye Children of Adam!

We have bestowed raiment

Upon you to cover

Your shame, as well as

To be an adornment to you.

But the raiment of righteousness, - 

That is the best.

Furthermore, the Qur’an is set aside and hadith predominate teachings.  If any individual tries to question the reason for the Qur’an being set aside then their questions are ignored.  The Alims and Alimahs appear frightened of the Qur’an, frightened that they may translate it incorrectly and anger Allah.  They must realise that intention is paramount; making a prayer to Allah to help them be guided to the best meaning will ensure their salvation.
There is a hadith pertaining to end times and how people will recite the Qur’an ignorant of its meaning.  These Mullah teaching in Islamic establishments have ensured that the time of ignorance has come upon us.

I fear the blind are leading the blind.  Some of the teachers have little or no comprehension of the Qur’an as they are so afraid even to refer to it.  Hadith state that the Sahaba (Companions of the Prophet (pbuh)) did not move onto the next Surah within the Qur’an until they completely understood the first.  Why then is a different teaching method being employed? 
This document would be incomplete without a solution to the problem outlined.  The solution is to take the Qur’an and read it, there are currently several acceptable translations in English (Abdullah Yousaf Ali and Marmaduke Pickthall).  British Masjids should embrace these, read and explain verses to children on a simple level.  Stories can be explained to young children from 4 years old.  But it is crucial that the Qur’an is used rather than any other book.  
The time spent within the Masjid ranges from 1 to 2 hours.  In most cases, this entire time is spent learning a foreign alphabet and foreign words without comprehension.  I suggest the time be broken up into half hour intervals.  
One half hour can be used to learn the Arabic alphabet and reading foreign words as is the current practice.  
Half an hour could be set aside for learning the Arabic language.  Even from a young age, children could learn simple Arabic words, such as book or comb etc. within the context of simple sentences.  The words are written, translated, spoken and a picture drawn by the student to consolidate the learning.  This gradually builds up into the child’s long-term memory.  It provides a foundation for learning further Arabic as the child gets older.
The next half hour can be devoted to reading verses from the Qur’an dealing with subjects such as the importance of kindness, justice, tolerance, helping others, forgiveness, mercy, saying Alhamdolilla if someone tells you of some success, avoiding jealousy and anger.  This time may also be used to discuss bullying, the environment, and eating pure wholesome foods in the manner which Allah created, not the highly processed junk food which is available in the world today.  Perhaps when subjects such as forgiveness or justice are covered, the children should be introduced to the Arabic word which means forgive or justice.  Children will learn about positive ideals and the Arabic language in a fun manner.    
Perhaps doing little projects teaching children about growing their own produce would help children link nature and the Qur’an.  Muslims don’t seem to be taught the link between the Sciences and Maths with the Qur’an in Masjids.  It is crucial to link these so children love and appreciate Allah even more.  Speaking from my own experience, I know that as I studied the Sciences I was awe struck by Allah’s Magnificence.  Hence discussing Science as it appears within the Qur’an would be invaluable to the Masjid timetable.
The final half hour can be devoted to Islamic Art, Calligraphy, singing verses from the Qur’an or songs about Allah.  Children could even write little songs / poems about Allah and sing them to the rest of the class.  
This would create talented individuals who love Allah and love the God given creation around them.  Individuals with imaginations possessing initiative to make positive changes in the world, not brain dead zombies created from ten years spent memorising words that make no sense to them.  Currently Masjid students are forced into a box and prevented from having independent thought.  This is a disgrace to Islam.
Furthermore, there seems to be so much impatience within the Masjid environment.  So called Alims and Alimahs rush learning, force feeding verses of the Qur’an although children have no understanding of them.  It is more haste less speed as the children learn nothing in reference to the real essence of the Qur’an, merely parrot fashion recital.  Allah (swt) showed such patience with our prophet (pbuh), revealing the verses in a gentle manner over twenty three years.  Yet, we cannot be patient when teaching our children.  Why are we not attempting to adopt the qualities that Allah (swt) demonstrates to us?  Why do we set Him aside and develop alternatives?  After all, what is the rush, what do the Mullahs feel will happen if children spent 2 days memorising a page and its meaning rather than 1 day when they are not learning the meaning?
Will Islamic teaching establishments be flexible and change their practices, or will they continue in this downward spiral?  I pray Allah helps us all make a positive change, adopting better teaching practices that enlighten our children with the Noor of Allah (swt) and drawing even more people into the fold of Islam.
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