Wasteful World

I moved from Bradford to Essex in 1999 and worked for MSX International.  Major culture shock.  No brown face anywhere.  No Muslims.  No prayer room and worst of all – no plastic bottle recycling.  Suffice to say, I was back in Bradford by 2001.  OK - so everyone's got a funny accent in Bradford, and it's cold and dull but there are other perks.  For instance, you can buy a 3 bed semi for around £100,000!  

However, fate has had its way and I'm back in Essex again.  It's wonderful this time around – brown faces, an Islamic network, prayer rooms and even plastic bottle recycling … You're thinking – that recycling thing – not funny anymore – why does she keep mentioning it?  As a Muslim, I feel it is important for us to be involved in recycling.  We reduce waste.  

My family used to be obsessed with salt.  "Don't waste a drop of salt otherwise you'll have to pick it up with your eyelashes after you die!"  

Did you hear your aunty ji say that?  I'm unsure if it has its origins in some Hadith.  Perhaps it was a metaphorical example.  We should reduce waste in general.  Why pollute Allah's beautiful creation whether it be known as Britain, Pakistan or Arabia?  

There are many benefits of low energy consumption and recycling.  These include;

· Saving energy – lower bills

· Less pollution of the environment

· Conserves natural resources for which people in developing countries are sometimes displaced

· Recycling minimises the destruction of habitats and homes, for e.g. land becomes unfit for habitation and farming as destruction of forests leads to soil erosion.

Sometimes I feel Muslims forget the link between Allah and the world around us.  I hope my comments serve as a brief reminder.  I'd like to finish by quoting a few lines from the Quran;

Bismillah ir-Rahman ir-Raheem

O children of Adam! wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of prayer: eat and drink: but waste not by excess for Allah loveth not the wasters.

Surah Al-Araf

Translation by Yusuf Ali

Asalaam alaikum to you all.
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